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Embracing life in a Christ-like way
is the ultimate leap of faith.

Empowering you to do so is the
soul purpose of Christ Church.



The Reverend Chip Edens

Last yearwasoneof listeningandlearningat Christ Church.
Wedelved intotheheartsandmindsof thepeople inour
parish,anddiscoveredayearningforpurpose,meaning
andhumanconnection. There isadeepdesire tobeaware
ofGod’scontinualpresenceandsensethedivinewithin
ourselves. Insteadof living livesof ‘quiet desperation,’we
desperatelywant touncoverandshareourgifts,have
radiant relationships, create joyandspreadthepeacethat
passesunderstanding. Inessence,we longtobeengaged
intheworld inaChrist-likeway.

Here’s theGoodNews: this iswhat Godwants forus, too!
CultivatingaChrist-likeheart will radically changetheway
youthink,work,playand love in theworld. Christ Church
will equipyouwithworship,Biblestudy, service, fellowship,
specialprogramsandresources, all centeredaroundthis
soul purpose. Your leapof faithbeginshere.

With loveandblessings,



Love God. Care foreachother. Serve theworld. Thesefamiliarphrases formthemission
statement ofChrist Church. But unless theyare infusedwithaglorious faithand
internalizedthroughGod’sgrace, theyare just emptywordsonapage. Bringingthese
corevalues to life iswhat givesusmeaning,purposeanddirection. Wehaverevitalized
thevision forChrist Churchtobeaspringboard foryour leapof faith.

Three steps to a Christ-like life.



Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. Matthew 22:37loveChrist is theembodiment of love. It isby immersing

ourselves in theexampleofhis life that wecometo
trulyunderstand loveandhowtooffer it in theworld.
Thismeansbecominggrounded inworshipand
engaged inscripture, takingthewords, imagesand
teachings intoourheartsandthenapplyingthemto
oureverydaythoughtsandactions. It requiresa
commitment toprayerandreflection.

We inviteyouto loveGodmoredeeply throughnewly
developedspiritualpracticesat Christ Church.
Throughanenrichedworshipexperience.Throughan
enhancedand joyousmusicprogram. Throughan
expandedFaithForum. Andbytakingpart inspecial
offeringssuchas faith retreatsandcovenant groups.
WithChrist as themodel, lovewillbecomewhoweare
andmanifest inallwedo.



Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out
of it are the issues of life. Proverbs 4:23

careFromthehumblest gesture to themost dramatic
miracle,Christ’s lifewasa lesson incaring.Heshowed
ushowto listenandcommunicate.Howtoencourage
andcomfort. Howtobeafriend.Howtoworkand
whentorest. Howtofight for justiceandmercy. How
tobeagoodsteward. Howtohandleadversityand
evenhowto let go. How to leap. How to live.

At Christ Church,weintendforyoutofeelcaredforand
envelopedbythe loveofGod. Wepromoteministries
forhealingandwholeness, equippeople forpastoral
ministry, andhelpparishionersmeet spiritual,
emotionalandphysicalneedsduringtimesof
challenge, illnessandtransition.

Nowwearetakingourcaringministrytoadeeper level
byofferingeveryonetheopportunity todiscerntheir
ownspiritualgifts.A ‘HowTo’educational serieson
important topicswillhavepracticalapplications for
everyday living.Wealsowant tocreatenewplaces
forpeople tocometogether: agatheringspacenear
theRotunda,acourtyardwithabigoutdoor fireplace,
andpeacefulgreenspacededicatedtonurturing
mind,body, spirit.



Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift each of you
has received. 1 Peter 4:10

serveChrist dedicatedhis life toservingothers. To tending
thesick, feedingthehungry, comfortingthegrieving,
lovingtheunloved,evenwashingothers’feet.What a
wonderful templatehe’sgivenustomakeadifference
withour lives.

Servingneedn’t beonagrandscaleor inadistant place
tobehugelysignificant.Feedingthehungrymaymean
preparinganourishingfamilymealandconnecting
aroundthesupper table. It couldbewritinga letter
ofencouragement orengaging inaheart-to-heart
conversation. Andsometimesservingmeans
tendingtoourownneedssothat wehavetheenergy
totendothers.

ChristChurchcontinuestobuildonatraditionofservice
modeledontheteachingsofChrist. Inpartnership
withCharlotteFamilyHousing,wewillbookendthe
Christ Churchcampuswithhomesfor four families
that areworkingtowardself-sufficiency.Wewill
support anewliteracyprogramat RamaRoad
Elementaryandhopetopartner increatinga
neighborhoodCommunityCenternear theschool.We
want todeepenefforts inDuff,TennesseeandCosta
Rica. Andtherewillbemuchmore. At Christ Church,
ourheart for servicehasneverbeatenstronger.
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Christ cametotransformabrokenworld. It is
throughourhandsandfeet andfaith that his
workcontinues twothousandyears later. We
dedicateourselves to lettingthemessageand
exampleofChrist wrap itselfaroundourhearts
inanexhilaratingnewway, shapingourvision,
valuesandactions,andfillingour liveswith
joyouspossibility.

Christ,
Christ Church

and you.
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